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11:00 a.m.	October 26, 2025

PASTORS’ APPRECIATION SUNDAY

ORDER OF WORSHIP

ORGAN PRELUDE, QUIET MEDITATION
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
CHOIR INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP

*HYMN - #247	“Brightly Beams Our Father’s Mercy”
vs.1-2 English; vs.3 Armenian transliteration:

Krisdonya varéh Gan-téghét, navort-nérn togh hra-veer-veen

Geh pundrén Nahvah-han-kis-duh, Voh Mooteen métch chéh gors-veen

Togh vareen ahghod Jrakné-réh, Looys ghér-géhn Ahlyatz metchén

Dah-Dahn-yal Maradz navort méh, Toon grnahs purgél gors-déhn.

*INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)
	Lord God, because of Your great love, we can come into Your house. Because of You, we are truly happy. Your kindness protects us like a shield. Make your way clear to us now, as we gather to be led by Your word. Through Jesus Christ, Who taught us to pray: 
“Our Father, Who art in heaven…”

*GLORIA PATRI	***

DEDICATED TO THE APPRECIATION OF MINISTERS
LEADER:	Heavenly Father, on this Reformation Sunday, we thank You for the privilege of worshipping You.
PEOPLE:	We thank You for the great spiritual reformers of the past, who tried to reform the Church and restore it to its biblical purity.
LEADER:	We thank you for our pastors and spiritual leaders, who walk in the footsteps of the faith of our fathers.
PEOPLE:	Heeding the advice of the Apostle, “We remember our leaders who spoke the word of God to us.” (Hebrews 13:7)
LEADER:	On this Ministers’ Appreciation Sunday, with grateful hearts, we remember our past and present ministers.
PEOPLE:	We thank You for the precious heritage of our Church, and for its loyal ministry.
LEADER:	In remembrance of those ministers who have served our Church and have provided spiritual leadership, but are now gone to join the Church Triumphant, we thank You, O Lord.
PEOPLE:	We thank You for our present minister(s) and his (their) faithful ministry.
LEADER:	Gracious Lord, today as we acknowledge our gratitude to You and our appreciation to our past and present, active and retired ministers, grant that we may consecrate ourselves anew to the continued service to You and humankind.
UNISON:	Lord, unite and strengthen us in Your love, and bind us together for the edification of Christ’s Church and for the advancement of Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER
CHORAL RESPONSE
NOTICES AND CONCERNS
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH CHOIR
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
ANTHEM
ENGLISH SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 7:1-5 (p.1505)
ENGLISH SERMON: Judging Others
*HYMN #245 “Savior, Who Dying Gave” (vs.1,2,3)
ARMENIAN SCRIPTURE READING: Jonah 1:1-6,10 (p.1436-1437)
ARMENIAN SERMON: Lessons From a Disobedient Prophet
*HAYR MER #275
*BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: “Park Kez Der, Asdvadz Mer”
ORGAN POSTLUDE

*Congregation is requested to stand.  ***Latecomers may be seated.


ANNOUNCEMENTS

COFFEE HOUR AND ALTAR FLOWERS: are sponsored by Ohannes Bouladian, in memory of his beloved brother, Kevork Bouladian.

ACC MISSIONS COMMITTEE: Our Fall/Winter Clothing Drive ends today. Clothing is collected in our foyer for the Grace Centers of Hope in Pontiac. Monetary donations are also welcome – there is a box on a table in the lobby. Checks should be made payable to Grace Centers of Hope. Thank you to all who contributed to the clothing drive, to help so many at Grace Centers of Hope.

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES: to the family of Bob Jacobs, in the passing of our dear friend.

SYNOPSIS OF THE ARMENIAN SERMON
	Jonah is called “The disobedient prophet,” because he first refused to do what God instructed him to do. His fear and pride caused him to run from God. He did not wish to go to Nineveh to preach repentance to the people, because he felt they were his enemy; and he was convinced that God would not carry out his threat to destroy the city. Instead, he boarded a ship for Tarshish, which was in the opposite direction. Soon a raging storm caused the crew to cast lots, which determined Jonah to be the problem. They threw him overboard, and he was swallowed by a great fish. In its belly for three days, Jonah repented of his sin to God, and the fish threw him up on the beach. Jonah then went to Nineveh and led the city in a great revival. But the prophet was displeased instead of being thankful, when Nineveh repented. Jonah learned his lesson, however, when God used a wind, a plant and worm to teach him that God is merciful.
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There are a number of lessons the book communicates to us:
1. We can never hide from God. He sees our every move.
2. Many times God does His greatest works through the least likely candidate, like Jonah. God is a God of second chances.
3. What we may consider impossible, God may consider as a great opportunity given to us.
4. Regardless of our patriotism, we must never put our country ahead of our God.
5. God does not play favorites, regardless of our race and nationality. He loves us. God is a universal Father of mankind, and His love transcends national boundaries.
